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MUSIC IN CRAVEN COUNTY 

<By J. HENRI BOURDBLAIS 

Superintendent of Music, Craven County Schools 

MUSIC in the rural South is practically in 
its infancy. This is due largely to the fact 
that there are too few large community cen- 
ters to attract the better class of music teachers. The 
small town and rural districts have had little commu- 
nity training in music ; but now comes Craven County 
with the distinction of being the first county in the 
state to adopt an accredited course of piano study 
and public school music. 

About 1890 the various Music Teachers' Associa- 
tions being aware that if there ever was to be anything 
accomplished relative to the study of music as applied 
to the coming generations, some action must be taken 
by the various boards of education throughout the 
country in the adoption of some accredited course 
of study. At practically every convention or meeting 
of their asociations, committees have reported prog- 
ress in one way or another, but with no actual adop- 
tion having been made, except in some one town 
or city. That has been done by our County Superin- 
tendent, Mr. R. S. Proctor, and the Craven County 
Board of Education. 

Practically every schooj in Craven County, and 
eventually all of them, will have an efficient teachgt 
of music for this piano and public school music course ; 
this latter being furnished the school children withqut 
any cost whatsoever. This complete course of music 
study, instrumental and vocal, compares with that 
taught in the schools of" our larger cities. The piano 
course leads to a granting' of credit along with the 
other studies of our high schools for which is allowed 
entrance units to our colleges. 

The piano course as adopted, aims at musicianship 
rather than mere finger dexterity. It combines, from 
the very first to the last lesson, thorough course in 
ear training, dictation, melody writing, harmony,' mu- 
sic form and analysis, musical appreciation and musi- 
cal history. These subjects are so arranged as to 
relate directly to the exercises and pieces of the 
accompanying lessons, thereby giving each lesson its 
complete environment. The teachers have been selected 
not only as to their ability as pianoforte teachers, but 
also their ability to teach public school music, which 
ability has been enhanced through summer courses 
at the University of North Carolina and further 
training under the supervisor's personal direction, 
these teachers are required to keep in touch with the 
supervisor of county music, thereby permitting the 
pupils under her charge to have the experienced advice 
as well as personal attention of the supervisor. Tests 



and examinations are held at stated intervals and 
this means that each individual pupil has the same 
attention with the study of music as he has with other 
studies taken up in regular school work. 

The musical problems of the rural schools are 
being given as thorough attention by the music teacher 
and supervisor as as that being given the larger cen- 
ters ; the adoption of an accredited course by the 
Craven County Board of Education makes this pos- 
sible. 

Throughout the entire school year, the supervisor 
will make personal visits to each county school twice 
monthly, assisting the teachers in every way possible 
and giving them the benefit of his thorough knowledge 
and experience as a teacher. 

Several, of the schools have already shown an 
enthusiastic interest in school bands and orchestras, 
Vanceboro being the first to have an organized band. 
Where this interest is being shown every effort will 
be made to help this particular school secure instru- 
ments at a wholesale price. Arrangements for in- 
struction in this line of work will be made with the 
instructor of stringed and wind instruments of the 
Bourdelais School of Music of New Bern, Mr. Z. V. 
Butts, Jr., and this department of instrumental music 
teaching will be estimated in every* consolidated 
school showing cooperative spirit toward the musical 
advancement of their boys and girls, as well as to the 
community itself. 

From a social standpoint, it is the intention of 
the supervisor to arrange for concerts from time to 
time during the school year. The cooperation of 
the Music Department of the Woman's Culb of New 
Bern and the Kiwanis Quartet (male singers and 
instrumentalists) has been secured to assist in these 
concerts, the good people of Craven County are 
assured many musical treats during the winter months. 
With these concerts, there is a possibility that several 
bands and orchestras which are to be organized, might 
be combined to give a series of concerts in various 
school centers. 

It is going to take some time and hard work to 
perfect and put into operation all plans mentioned 
but judging from the rapid advancement that has 
already been made since adoption, the results, even 
at the end of the present school year, are bound to 
be very gratifying, as the teachers and supervisor 
have been given hearty cooperation throughout the 
county, as the work progresses and results unfold 
themselves before the public, this spirit is going to 
become broader and deeper, until Craven County will 
feel itself one big community center — the ultimate 
goal. 



